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                                    Purpose of SARPurpose of SARPurpose of SARPurpose of SAR                        

    

“The Sons of the American Revolution is the leading 

male lineage society that perpetuates the ideals of the 

war for independence.  As a historical, educational, and 

patriotic non-profit corporation, we seek to maintain 

and expand the meaning of patriotism, respect for our 

national symbols, the value of American citizenship, 

and the unifying force of ‘e-pluribus unum’ that was 

created from the people of many nations – one nation 

and one people.” 
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Volume 1, Issue 1 (March 2015) 

Official Publication of the Alexander Hamilton Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 
 

CURRENT OFFICERS/ASSIGNMENTS 

 
President:                           Bob O’Neal 

Vice President:                     Keith Weissinger 

Secretary:                           Paul Adan 

Treasurer:                           Rodger Dent 

Chaplain:                            Mike England 

Genealogist:                        Bob Parrish 

Historian:                           Jerry Hull 

Trustee (Projects):                 Lee Thomasson  

Trustee (Fund Raising):         Paul Fullmer 

Immediate Past 

President:                           Russ Pringle 
 

 

Color Guard:                       Lee Thomasson 

Eagle Scouts:                       Lee Thomasson 

Flag Certificates:                  Bob Parrish 

JROTC/ROTC:                    Rodger Dent  

“The Cannon Ball” Editor:       Paul Adan  

Veteran’s Services:               Bob Parrish 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 

 

9:00 A.M.  

THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 

JOHNNY’S AT FIFE  

5211 – 20th Street East 

  

http://www.johnnysatfife.com/  

 

Southbound: Take I-5 to Exit 137 toward WA-99 

N/Fife/Milton. Turn left onto 54th Avenue East and 

then right onto 20th Street East. The restaurant will be 

on the right.  

 

Northbound: Take I-5 to EXIT 137 toward WA-99 

N/Fife/Milton. Keep right to take the 54th Avenue 

East South ramp. Turn slight right onto 54th Avenue 

East. Turn right onto 20th Street East. The restaurant 

will be on the right. 

 

Next Meeting: 18 April 
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Chapter Meeting HighlightsChapter Meeting HighlightsChapter Meeting HighlightsChapter Meeting Highlights    
 

Guest Speaker: Chuck Waid 
Topic: "Americans Killed on April 19, 1775" 

huck has been an active member of our Chapter 

for nearly 17 years, and a genealogist for thirty-

five.  Along with his wife Barbara, his personal 

ancestry files contain over 160,000 individuals.  He 

and his wife descend from fifty-four (!) patriot 

ancestors who served the “glorious cause” during 

the Revolution. 

Though he is retired, Chuck remains a busy man.  

Among his many pursuits, he is a member of the 

Massachusetts state SAR Board of Management.  

He is also a past Secretary and Registrar for the 

Washington State SAR, and past President for the 

Alexander Hamilton Chapter.  Currently, he’s a 

candidate for WASSAR Vice President. 
 

TãtÜwáTãtÜwáTãtÜwáTãtÜwá    

Steven Turnock:       New Member 

Russ Pringle:           Meritorious Service 

Chuck Waid:           Liberty Bell, 3OLC 

William Baxter:       Bronze Good Citizenship 

Robert Crawford:     Ancestor Supplemental 

Bob Parrish:            “Friend of Library” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Member, Steven R. Turnock 
 

ongratulations on the approval of your patriot 

ancestor Pvt Riverius Russell, of Connectucut, 

Col. Lamb's 2nd Continental Artillery Regt., Capt. 

Moseley's Co!  Welcome to the Alexander 

Hamilton Chapter of the NSSAR. 
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Color Guard ActivitiesColor Guard ActivitiesColor Guard ActivitiesColor Guard Activities    
 

   The Washington State Color Guard is an active component of our state 

society.  Every year its members participate in parades, living history 

presentations, memorials, citizenship ceremonies, and much more.  In 2013, 

the Guard performed at 115 public events.  Last year that number grew to 

167!  Currently, there are 28 guardsmen who take part in these fun and 

rewarding experiences.  The latest member to join our ranks is a music 

teacher who works at Washington Elementary School.  He is a welcome 

addition to the Color Guard; in part because his ability to tap out a cadence 

on a drum. 

 

 

   We’re always looking for new members.  In fact, in an effort to encourage 

participation, the Guard will even supply you with a loaner uniform (hunting 

frock or Regimental, free of charge) until you’re able to purchase your own.  

During this transition phase, as you “build” a uniform, we’ll also provide you 

with helpful tips and website addresses. 

   By the way, you needn’t be a military veteran to join our ranks.  All that is 

needed is the willingness and desire to bring history, education, and 

patriotism to the public. 

 

2014 Auburn Veteran’s Day parade 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

April 11: Daffodil Parade 

in Tacoma – Color Guard 

(All Compatriots) 

 

April 24-25: WASSAR 

Pacific District Conference 

at the Red Lion, Bellevue, 

WA 

 

April 25:  9:15 am, 

WASSAR Annual Meeting 

– Color Guard (All 

Compatriots) 

 

May 1 -2: WSSDAR 

2015 State Conference, 

Redmond Marriott (Booth, 

and Color Guard) 

 

May 16: Armed Forces 

Day Parade, Bremerton – 

Color Guard (All 

Compatriots) 

 

In the Works: 

Presentation of a Flag 

Certificate and Good 

Citizenship Medal to the 

patriotic owners of Tacoma 

Screw Products, Inc 
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Community OutreachCommunity OutreachCommunity OutreachCommunity Outreach    
 

Massing of the Colors, February 22
nd

 

 

uring WWI, fighting on the Western Front 

finally ceased on the 11
th

 hour, of the 11
th

 day, 

of the 11
th

 month, 1918.  A staggering 20 million 

people had been killed, and a generation of young 

men had simply vanished.  A weary world breathed 

a collective sigh of relief that it was finally over. 

  

Before long, the war became know as the “War to 

End All Wars.”  To celebrate the end of hostilities, 

many nations marked November 11
th

 by calling it 

“Armistice Day.”  Every year, beginning at 11:00 

am, citizens from around the world observed a two 

minute period of silence.  

 

Here in the United States, “Armistice Day” 

persisted until after WWII and the Korean War.  In 

1954, it was renamed “Veteran’s Day” in order to 

honor all veterans – not just the veterans of WWI.   

 

 

The tradition of “Massing the Colors” began in 

New York on Armistice Day, 1922.  Closer to 

home, on February 22
nd

 of this year, Stadium High 

School hosted its own 30
th

 annual “Massing of the 

Colors” ceremony.  There were 75 organizations 

that participated in the event.  The purpose was to 

offer a patriotic salute to those who’ve served our 

country in years past, as well as to the young men 

and women who will carry on this tradition of 

service in the years ahead. 

 

Among those who were present at the ceremony 

were the following: our very own WASSAR Color 

Guard contingent, Bob O’Neal and Viren Lemmer, 

Viren’s son, Alex (a member of the Navy JROTC), 

and Muriel Parrish of the DAR.  They were all 

featured in an article by “Northwest Military 

News.”  See the link below. 

 

http://www.northwestmilitary.com/news/news-

front/2015/02/30th-annual-Massing-of-the-Colors-

ceremony-in-Tacoma/ 

 

 
 

Above: Viren Lemmer, with Boy Scouts 

 

 
 

DAR Muriel Parrish 

D
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Outreach Cont.Outreach Cont.Outreach Cont.Outreach Cont.    
 

JROTC/ROTC Awards Presentations 

 

ROTC/ROTC Chairman Rodger Dent is still 

looking for a few good men to present awards to 

cadets. The open dates are listed below.  If you’d 

like to volunteer, he can be reached at the following 

email address:  dentr@aol.com 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Non-veterans are also welcome! 

 

Sea Scouts Awards Presentation, 9 March 

 

his just in from Bob O’Neal: "Sea Scout Ship 

110 conducted its annual Bridge of Honor.  

Some 20 officers & VIPs were piped aboard to 

observe the ceremonies. Ship's company of 26 Sea 

Scouts received many rank advancements, long 

cruise badges, mile swim and Bos'un awards.  

Chapter President Bob O'Neal awarded Able 

Seaman Emilee Hanson of Curtis Junior High 

School with the SAR Outstanding Citizenship Pin 

& Certificate. Well deserved!  Our senior 

compatriot Bill Baxter, a Sea Scout benefactor and 

former BSA Council President, attended the 

ceremonies." 

 

An excerpt from her award:  “Emilee has 

demonstrated outstanding leadership in the Sea 

Scout Program as the Deck Crew Leader.  This is an 

elected position requiring leadership of peers, 

training skills, and coordination of ship activities. 

Emilee is always ready to step in and take 

command.  She has been a major contributor to the 

success of the Charles N. Curtis’ 2014 program 

year, and has represented the ship at the highest 

level as an effective leader.  ” 

 

 

 
 

A Fine Group of Sea Scouts! 

 

 

 

 
 

Emilee, with her mother and grandmother 

  

J

T 

Gov. John R. Rogers HS   (1730, Sat, 2 May)* 

Lincoln High School        (TBD, Wed, 20 May) 

Bethel HS                     (1800, Fri, 8 May) 

* Access to JBLM/McChord is required 
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The Bulletin BoardThe Bulletin BoardThe Bulletin BoardThe Bulletin Board    
 

jÉÜà{ exÅxÅuxÜ|ÇzMjÉÜà{ exÅxÅuxÜ|ÇzMjÉÜà{ exÅxÅuxÜ|ÇzMjÉÜà{ exÅxÅuxÜ|ÇzM    
 

he following excerpt appeared in Volume 10, 

Issue 6 of the “Chapter Messenger.”  It is 

reprinted in this current edition because of its 

relevancy with respect to our Chapter’s recent 

surge in membership. 

 

“The Sons of the American Revolution, 

Alexander Hamilton Chapter of Tacoma, was 

authorized to organize as a Chapter of the 

Washington State Society on February 1896.  There 

were seven organizing Compatriots.  This group of 

descendants of soldiers and patriots who served 

the cause of independence, along with other men 

who had American Revolutionary ancestors, met 

regularly for over 26 years, carrying out the goals 

of the organization. 

 

Then, approximately fifty years later, on May 18, 

1972, the Alexander Hamilton Chapter was 

reactivated by C.G Stillman and Dr. Craig G. 

Gunter.” 

 

_ÉÉ~|Çz yÉÜ axãáÄxààxÜ VÉÇàÜ|uâàÉÜá_ÉÉ~|Çz yÉÜ axãáÄxààxÜ VÉÇàÜ|uâàÉÜá_ÉÉ~|Çz yÉÜ axãáÄxààxÜ VÉÇàÜ|uâàÉÜá_ÉÉ~|Çz yÉÜ axãáÄxààxÜ VÉÇàÜ|uâàÉÜá    
 

f you have a photograph, news item, or other 
pertinent piece of information regarding our 

Chapter, or its members...please email the editor of 
this Newsletter at: 
 

pauladan82@gmail.com 
 
If you’d like to write a short article about a 

particular subject, please contact the editor 

beforehand to ensure it is the appropriate length. I 

am, particularly, interested in short biographies 

about your patriot ancestor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[tÇwuÉÉ~ [tÇwuÉÉ~ [tÇwuÉÉ~ [tÇwuÉÉ~ [|z{Ä|z{àá[|z{Ä|z{àá[|z{Ä|z{àá[|z{Ä|z{àá    
 

 

SAR Rosette 
 
“The rosette is a small tightly folded circle of 

ribbon of the Society’s colors not exceeding 7/16th 

of an inch in diameter. It may be worn by all 

members, at their discretion, on the left lapel of the 

jacket, daily if desired, during business or social 

hours.  It is only worn on a coat lapel, or shirt 

collar, but not on an overcoat. A rosette is 

commonly presented to a new member at the time 

of his induction into the society. 

 

Except in France, the rosette is informal and 

therefore is not appropriate for formal wear.  A 

fraternal or other organization badge may be worn 

with the rosette, but this is strongly discouraged.  

In any event, only one rosette should be worn on a 

suit or sport coat.  The rosette should never be 

worn when wearing the SAR Badge (neck or chest 

ribbon).” 

 

The above information is reprinted from the 

NASSAR Handbook (Volume 4, page 7). 

T

I

Attention! 

Vice-President Weissinger is still looking for 

volunteers to serve as “New Member 

Guides.”  Send him an email if you’re 

interested. 

kweiss47@comcast.net 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

gxáà lÉâÜ ^ÇÉãÄxwzxgxáà lÉâÜ ^ÇÉãÄxwzxgxáà lÉâÜ ^ÇÉãÄxwzxgxáà lÉâÜ ^ÇÉãÄxwzx
 

Question 1:    Who said the following:

thousand peasants keep five thousand of the King’s 

troops shut up?  Well, let us get in, and we’ll soon 

find elbow-room.”? 

 

A:    Major General William Howe 

B:    Major General Henry Clinton  

C:    Major General John Burgoyne 

D:    General Thomas Gage 

 

Question 2:    Who was Caesar Rodney?

 

A:     A Roman Emperor 

B:     A member of the Delaware delegation to the

        Continental Congress 

C:     A member of the New York delegation to the 

        Continental Congress 

D:     A prominent merchant who helped finance 

        the war 

 

Question 3:    During the time it took for a 

Rifleman to reload, how many rounds could be fired 

by a trained Continental equipped with a musket?

 

A:    4  

B:    3 

C:    2 

D:    1 

 

Answers to the quiz are listed on the bottom of 

Page 8. 

 

When researching your 

genealogy, the Northwest Ro

of the Tacoma Public Library is a 

great resource. 

www.tacomapubliclibrary.org

 

 

gxáà lÉâÜ ^ÇÉãÄxwzxgxáà lÉâÜ ^ÇÉãÄxwzxgxáà lÉâÜ ^ÇÉãÄxwzxgxáà lÉâÜ ^ÇÉãÄxwzx    

following:  “Ten 

thousand peasants keep five thousand of the King’s 

and we’ll soon 

Who was Caesar Rodney? 

the Delaware delegation to the 

the New York delegation to the 

ent merchant who helped finance     

During the time it took for a 

Rifleman to reload, how many rounds could be fired 

by a trained Continental equipped with a musket? 

listed on the bottom of 

 

cÄtÇÇ|Çz cÄtÇÇ|Çz cÄtÇÇ|Çz cÄtÇÇ|Çz T{xtwT{xtwT{xtwT{xtw====
 

n order to preserve your genealogical legacy, the 

Olympia Genealogical Society (OGS) 

recommends that arrangements 

the numerous documents you 

gathered while researching

this, the OGS suggests that you 

your Will and then place the document in with your 

other Estate Planning Papers.

 

A “Codicil” – for those who are 

the word – is a legal document that is used fo

making minor changes to your Last W

Testament.  Quick and easy, it allows you to make 

specific changes, while leaving the major provisions 

unchanged.  If you are interested in seeing what 

such a form looks like, a good example is featured 

in the Society’s March 2015 newsletter (online).

 

By the way, the OGS is more tha

room filled with dust-covered books.  It is an 

excellent resource for gathering information about 

your patriot ancestors.  One person, in particular, 

whom you might want to contact, is Dick Moody.  

He can be reached at: dickmoody@q.com

sure to visit the OGS website and check out the 

newsletter archive. 

* Thanks, Russ Pringle, for the “newsletter

 

I 

our 

he Northwest Room 

of the Tacoma Public Library is a 

www.tacomapubliclibrary.org 

Amazon Shoppers!

Whenever you navigate to 

Amazon.com via the special link 

found on the NA

homepage (sar.org

money you spend will be returned to 

the NASSAR general fund.
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====    

n order to preserve your genealogical legacy, the 

Olympia Genealogical Society (OGS) 

arrangements be made to protect 

the numerous documents you painstakingly 

while researching your “roots.”  To do 

this, the OGS suggests that you make a Codicil to 

the document in with your 

apers. 

for those who are unfamiliar with 

is a legal document that is used for 

minor changes to your Last Will and 

Testament.  Quick and easy, it allows you to make 

specific changes, while leaving the major provisions 

unchanged.  If you are interested in seeing what 

such a form looks like, a good example is featured 

2015 newsletter (online). 

the OGS is more than a stuffy little 

covered books.  It is an 

excellent resource for gathering information about 

your patriot ancestors.  One person, in particular, 

whom you might want to contact, is Dick Moody.  

dickmoody@q.com.  Also, be 

sure to visit the OGS website and check out the 

* Thanks, Russ Pringle, for the “newsletter-tip.”  

Amazon Shoppers! 

 

Whenever you navigate to 

via the special link 

ASSAR website 

sar.org), a portion of the 

money you spend will be returned to 

the NASSAR general fund. 
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Looking BackLooking BackLooking BackLooking Back    
 

Drink Up, and Don’t Mind the Taste! 

he replica canteen shown in the photograph is a 

wooden one that was purchased from Jas 

Townsend and Sons, Inc.  It is handcrafted from 

pine, and has a carved wooden stopper.  In order to 

hold water without leaking, it must be sealed inside 

with brewer’s pitch (or pine resin).  This process is 

accomplished by melting the resin in a metal 

container, pouring it into the spout of the canteen, 

installing the stopper, shaking the canteen around to 

coat the entire inside surfaces, and then pouring the 

excess resin out.  Before the canteen can be used, a 

sufficient amount of time must pass in order for the 

resin to dry.  The canteen holds about one quart. It 

is supposedly very similar to many of the canteens 

that were used during the Revolutionary War.  At 

that time, wooden canteens such as this one had a 

lifespan of about 3 to 6 months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why the Various-Colored Regimental Uniforms? 
 

rom the earliest days of the war, the uniforms 

worn by the Continentals varied from state to 

state.  Some of these differences resulted from the 

severe war-time shortages of fabric, dyes, and 

money. 

In October 1778, a year after the Battle of 

Saratoga, France supplied the Continental Army 

with large quantities of uniforms.  These uniforms 

consisted of white breeches and waistcoats, and 

coats that came in one of two colors: Blue, and 

Brown, with red facings.  The coats were assigned 

to the different states by lot.  North Carolina, 

Maryland, New Jersey, and New York drew the 

blue.  Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 

Massachusetts, and New Hampshire drew the 

brown.  With the arrival of so many new uniforms, 

the Continental army finally had a somewhat 

uniform dress code. 

This information came from W. J. Wood’s book, 

“Battles of the Revolutionary War.  (1775-1781) 

Answers to Quiz: 1 – C, 2 – B, 3 – B  

T 

F

 

 


